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Speciesism and Ecology: Interplay and Interpretations of 
Venita Coelho's AIA Trilogy

Risha Baruah*
Dr. Merry Baruah Bora**

Abstract

The manifestations of speciesism throughout socio-environmental history reflect the bio-
power politics endorsed by human/animal binaries that celebrated human supremacy. 
Following this, the Anthropocenean has witnessed innumerable ecological tragedies, 
ecophobia and ecocide that have paralysed the ecosystem. This realisation by ecocriticism 
with animal studies and Posthumanism aimed to re-orientate our interaction and 
interpretation of animals conditioned by speciesism; a variety of anthropocentrism that 
generated tension between humans and animals. In this regard, the article shall explore the 
structural presence of humans and animals commissioned by speciesism in Coelho's AIA 
Trilogy to open necessary scope for inter-species dialogism. Further, ideas like 
anthropomorphism and theriomorphism shall be discussed to challenge and deconstruct the 
human(ity)/animal(ity) binary; along with concepts such as 'subhuman' and 'companion-
species; which would be explored as quintessential to look at nonhumans with compassion, 
reverence, ethical responsibility and stewardship. Such a stance appears relevant in the 
Anthropocene for the untimely extinction of animals has accelerated the impending 
Apocalypse.
Keywords: Ecocriticism, Anthropocentrism, Speciesism, Anthropocene, Animal Studies, AIA 
Trilogy. 

Introduction: Understanding Speciesism in Ecological Considerations

While the term speciesism seems to have gained popularity through the latter part of 
the Twentieth century with the steady emergence of several anti-discriminatory camps for 
nonhumans as advocated by ecocriticism and Animal Studies; it would be misleading to deny 
it presence as an ancient mechanism that was closely rooted to the western conception of 
anthropocentrism but has gradually grown as an independent area of research; through its 
association with the modern animal liberation movement which has allowed its scholars to 
explore the conventional yardsticks to morality, rights, entitlements, ethical responsibility 
and welfare of animals. The term “speciesism”, however was introduced by Richard Ryder in 
the year 1975; whose conceptual framework was further elaborated by Peter Singer in his 
seminal work, Animal Liberation (1975) which attempted to trace the speciesist attitude of 
biased interests towards humans, while keeping all other species against them as an inferior 
category, irrespective of their cognition, emotions, mutations and perceptual faculties. The 
renewed interest in Animal Studies accelerated with its growing association with other 
mainstream theories and prevailing forms of discriminations like classism, anthropocentrism, 
racism and sexism. Following this trend, ecocriticism also traced its conceptions to animal 
liberation in both theory and practice, as both essentially are forums of resistance to 
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Anthropocentrism and Ecology: Intersections 
and Interactions in Shubhangi Swarup’s   
Latitudes of Longing

Risha Baruah & Merry Baruah Bora

Abstract

The increased visibility of ecological concerns in contemporary literary 
and theoretical efforts has witnessed a widespread exploration of anthro-
pocentrism which has often been considered as the biggest influence in 
intensifying the nature/culture binary. Recognizing this, several ecocrit-
ical scholars have attempted to expand the concept of anthropocentrism 
as they realize its growing relevance in the Anthropocene which has wit-
nessed endless human-engineered catastrophes. Following this, there has 
been an urgent need to redirect timely warnings, dialogism and aware-
ness regarding the impending Apocalypse.Keeping this in consideration, 
the article shall attempt to interrogate the concept of anthropocentrism 
throughout socio-environmental history and its theoretical emergence 
while engaging with Shubhangi Swarup’snovel,Latitude of Longing (2018) 
to address issues like capitalism, urbanism, technology, cultivation, devel-
opment, consumerism and overpopulation that have played an influential 
role in reinforcing the interventionist aspect of anthropocentrism. These 
factors have not only domesticated ‘first nature’ into ‘second nature’ but 
alsoincreased tension between humans and nature. This ‘postnaturality’ 
in the Anthropocene further allowed scholars to locate the dismantling 
of the nature/culture binaryas advocated by “new” anthropocentrism 
whichemphasized on additional responsibility, solidarity, sustainability 
and stewardship for the nonhumans, thereby making it an emancipatory 
project of ethics.

Keywords: Anthropocene; Anthropocentrism; Ecocriticism; Latitudes of 
Longing; Modernism; Post-nature. 
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Anthropocentrism: An Introduction

As the contemporary period witnesses a heightened engagement with 
ecological concerns and considerations in the Anthropocene, literary and 
theoretical efforts have undergone a ‘green’ reorientation following the 
1960s that visibly interrogated the ideological dimensions of anthropo-
centrism that had paralyzed our interactions and interpretations of nature 
through the nature/culture binary. In this effort, the celebration of the 
“human-centered elitism” attached ‘intrinsic value’ to humans while the 
nonhuman world was attached with secondary ‘instrumental’ value (Call-
icott and Frodeman58). This reductive orientation of anthropocentrism 
played a central role in misbalancing the eco-centric equation between 
humans and the ecology. Keeping to the idea of “human chauvinism”, 
there has been a cultural and political contestation of bio-power arising 
from the nature/culture binary that intensified the fundamental tension 
in our society for the world beyond humans had been perpetually ‘oth-
ered’. While this positioned human “as the central element of the uni-
verse”, it also made him a claimant to “superiority and mastery of nature”. 
In this regard, anthropocentrism became “a priori presence” that deeply 
conditioned our moral, political, economical, social, religious and ethical 
considerations towards nonhumans and the environment. 

This, in fact, resulted in “the domination of [the] external world”, that 
consequently led to the “domination of the inner nature of humans, which 
[led] in turn to the domination of humans over humans” (Boodice1 and 
17;Krebber 322 and 324). Such an anthropocentric response in the Anthro-
pocene intensified the sense of ecophobia that resulted in extreme fear, 
anxiety, anger, hatred, denialism and hostility and produced “a kind of 
ecological blindness” which was “driven by an irrational desire for mas-
tery and control” of nature by humans (emphasis added) (Brennam and 
Lo 756-757; Deyo 195 and 202;Gorke 245). Such a biasedinternalization of 
humans against nature had systematically legitimized Man’s commission 
to dominate, (ab)use, control, manage and transform nature for his sin-
gular benefits. This, thereafter justified human(ity)invasive manipulation 
and dangerous alteration of the ecological and geological imprints of the 
planet. Such a trend further ignited the increased capacity and intensity 
of the ongoing environmental genocide of the Anthropocenean which has 
substantially reduced the regenerative capacities of the environment. In 
fact, the Anthropocene has led to the realization of human(ity)’s failure to 
extend moral considerations and ethical responsibilities towards nature 
and the nonhumans. In fact, the anthropocentrically scaled attitudeof hu-
mans’ appears to be an immediate outcome of Man’s overarching egoism 


